Dispelling the myths of pregnancy-associated breast cancer.
To examine some of the common beliefs about pregnancy-associated breast cancer. Published articles, book chapters, and colleague experience. Eight myths regarding pregnancy-associated breast cancer are identified and contrasted with published data. Current recommendations are provided regarding prognosis, diagnostic and staging procedures, general anesthesia, breast conservation, chemotherapy, pregnancy termination, risk of fetal metastasis, and subsequent pregnancy. Most common beliefs about pregnancy-associated breast cancer are not supported by available evidence. Emphasizing the importance of screening during pregnancy and of educating women and their partners so that they can make informed decisions following diagnosis.